Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others. I do have some of these available which people have sent me. I will eventually make them available as part of the normal manuscripts.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: 285
Call to Worship ??
We gather to Affirm that: OUR Help is in ... 








And Receive the Lord’s Greeting: Grace & Peace to you from God.the.Father & the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Let us now Worship the Lord in Song as we sing #302
 “Thine be the glory” 
Call to Repentance: Matthew 7:13-29

These are familiar words, and I believe they help challenge us on this Sunday morning as we consider a very familiar topic = the Resurrection of Jesus Christ! It is familiar and it would be understandable for us to hear this message and respond with a smile and nod and little more! 
But these words of Jesus that we have just read are a challenge – Enter into the Narrow Gate (for wide is the gate and easy the way that leads to destruction)... By your fruit, you will be known! And it is only the one who HEARS and PRACTICES the Words of Christ who builds his house on the Rock – everyone else (including the smile and nod people) are building on the sand!! 

This is a reminder to make your calling & election sure, to confess your sin & look to Christ in Faith, and so:

LET’s do just that, as we come before the Lord in a PRAYER of Confession/Faith!
Let us again Worship the Lord in Song singing:  #279
 “How Deep the Father’s Love for us!” 
Let’s come before the Lord now in a time of Congregational Prayer.   

Scripture Reading:
Luke 24:1-12, 36-53
Let’s demonstrate our joy/appreciation to God for His Great Salvation, by contributing to the support of the Church thru worshipping God with His tithes & our additional free will offerings (Deacons)
Let us continue to worship as we sing: #277 
vs. 1,3,5    “And can it be that I should gain” 
Scripture Reading/Text:       Philippians 2:1-11 (9-11)
Sermon Title:
“Christ’s Reward”
* Song of Response:
Psalm #309
“Christ the Lord is risen today!”
Now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God the Father, and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be and abide with you all forever more. Amen

Doxology: 
 #523    To God be the glory
EASTER Sermon: “Christ’s Reward!”



Philippians #14
Text:  Philippians 2:1-11 
Reading:   Daniel 7:9-14, Luke 24:1-12;36-53
Introduction:
 Children… Do you know why our culture gives Easter Eggs and Chocolate Bunnies at Easter? It has nothing to do with Church or Christ rising from the dead. In fact, these are ideas left over from the past where the church was evangelizing Northern Europe. Before Christianity, most Europeans (Dutch, German, French and English) Most of them were pagans – they worshipped false gods and goddesses of plants, trees, Sun, moon, stars and the seasons. Every Spring time, they would celebrate the revival of life and plant growth by worshipping the false gods of fertility and plants. Now… Is there such a thing as a God who controls the plants, and God who controls the Sun and a god who controls water etc?! NO! Of Course not! But they thought there were! 

And so when Christianity came, these peoples were set free from their pagan ways. They learned about the ONE TRUE God who made Heaven and Earth, and who Sent His Son to live, die and Rise again for their salvation. But every year, when spring began – the pagan culture would celebrate Rabbits (because they breed and spread quickly – a good symbol of fertility), and the pagans would celebrate Eggs – because they were the symbol of life in development. The Church struggled to figure out how to STOP these new converts from celebrating Pagan Holidays. 


The Solution was to practice Ephesians 4 – Put off the old man of sin, and put on the new man created in true righteousness and holiness. If you want to celebrate the end of death and the beginning of Life – then celebrate TRUE Life, by celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ! Easter (and Christmas by the way) were simply replacement holidays. We know that God’s people have always celebrated God’s acts of redemption… simply look at the holidays of the Old Testament. Therefore, the Church rightly chose to celebrate the incarnation of Christ, His Death and His Resurrection. The timing however, was intended to replace the Pagan holidays of Winter Solstice for Christmas, and the Rise of Spring (spring equinox) for Good Friday and Easter. 


Well, the whole idea of bunnies and eggs has stuck around – and was probably revived by non-christians and people keen to find any excuse to sell more chocolate! ( Don’t get me wrong… I like chocolate as much as the next person – and I love it more when it is on sale! But please understand – EASTER has nothing to do with bunnies or eggs! ( But we can in good conscience “plunder the Egyptians” (so to speak) and enjoy the cheap chocolate – so long as we keep our focus on CHRIST!
(Review) Last Sunday morning, we began looking at vs.5-11. We saw that there is a Command, an Example and a Reward described here, and we began by looking at the Command to Follow Christ’s example in Humble Sacrifice! 
I took much time to develop the scale of the stars to hopefully give you a right understanding of How Great our God truly is… and also to specifically help you understand the depths to which Jesus Christ stooped in order to become a man. He was infinitely great, all powerful, awesome in glory and grandeur beyond the greatest stars and galaxies… and he humbly submitted Himself to becoming a man: to live, die and rise again for sinners like you & me! 
And God calls you and me to adopt this same approach as the Lord Jesus – to be willing to humble ourselves and empty ourselves of our rights, so that we might love and serve God – by loving others in His name! 

  
AND THEN… On Good Friday, I dug into vs.8 – What it meant for Christ, the Author of Life, to humble Himself to the point of Death, even the cursed Death on a Cross! We saw how awesome it was for God the Son to become a Creature, even a human man, and in every appearance/aspect he suffered the curse for sin! There was the physical curse of the cross – the despised and torturous way to die physically. But Jesus also took the Spiritual curse – the Infinite Hellish Wrath and separation from God which your sins and mine deserved! 



We closed with that final challenge – For Good Friday to be GOOD for you – you must be in Christ! Are you?!
This morning, we turn to the Resurrection and Reward of Christ! Christ AROSE! 





His victory over sin and death are complete, and He now holds the power of death/Hades in His Hand. All power and dominion have been given to Him, and All will one day confess that Jesus Christ is LORD to the Glory of God the Father! And in that we find one overarching lesson:






    

        God is glorified in Exalting Christ above all; because Christ’s CROSS Converts or Conquers ALL!
We will divide our time into 3 Points:

I. Christ’s Resurrection and Exaltation 

II. Christ’s Humble Path to Glory

III. Christ’s Conquering Cross
Let’s begin with:

I. Christ’s Resurrection and Exaltation      
(REPEAT)
As Paul begins our text in vs. 9, He excitedly rushes from Christ’s humiliation in the cross, to God’s reward for and exaltation of Christ! Paul skips right over the big thing which we celebrate today =










He simply assumes the Resurrection of Christ! 

Now, you don’t have to read far into Paul’s writings to see that Paul knew the vital importance of the Resurrection. In 1 Corinthians 15, which we didn’t read… Paul explains that if Christ didn’t rise from the dead, then the whole Gospel is a lie – a bad joke which couldn’t save anyone! But CHRIST Has risen. 




Christ HAS defeated death, and therefore, the sting of Death is gone, as is its victory!
Christ was victorious over sin, Satan and Death itself!

And BECAUSE Christ was willing to humble Himself to the depths of Death/Hell even on a Cross… His victory was celebrated and rewarded by God the Father to the ultimate extent.

Vs. 9 begins: FOR THIS REASON ALSO… GOD Highly Exalted Him, 

 What did that look like? That is why we read from Daniel 7 – That is the other side of the Ascension!

(Jesus Favorite term= Son of Man) was presented to the Ancient of Days – God the Father: 

And to Christ was given dominion, Glory and a Kingdom, that ALL THE PEOPLES, (All the) NATIONS, & men of EVERY Language might serve Him!
His Dominion is an EVERLASTING Dominion which WILL Not Pass away (I love the duplication – Everlasting, and by the way… everlasting things don’t pass away!) 
And His Kingdom is one which will not be destroyed! Just in case you didn’t understand the part about it not passing away – it really isn’t going anywhere!  

THAT IS Just an Awesome description of God’s Exaltation of Christ! Jesus Christ Arose in Victory, Rose into Heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father on high!
And that’s not all! THERE’S MORE!
Paul goes on to explain that God has also given Jesus a name that is above EVERY NAME!     (A couple things to deal with)
1) First of all – WHAT IS THIS NAME?! WE could spend hours on this – sadly… Commentaries do this… but I want to jump straight to the main question/answer: IS the name Jesus or Lord?! 

READ vs.9-11

Now, get the progression. Everyone will bow – because Everyone will confess that Jesus is LORD! 

I think that makes it pretty clear. LORD is the title which brings such glory to God and to Jesus! 
2) Why is LORD such an important title?!

      Well, this goes back to the use of the name of God in the OT. The Jews so loved and respected God’s proper name – Jehovah or Yahweh – depending on how you say it… They so respected it, that they would never say it out loud. When they read God’s proper name, they would replace it with LORD – Adonai in the Hebrew – which is translated into Kurios – Lord in the Greek. To say that Jesus is Lord is to say – JESUS IS JEHOVAH/Yahweh. 






There is no higher name than the name of the Lord our God!

The Ultimate exaltation of Christ come from the FACT that He is recognized as Jehovah God! And all the prophecies of the Old Testament will confirm this. There are numerous places which speak of the Messiah, and the LORD, YWVH, is said to be the one to do that which the Messiah is said to do! Jesus, the Messiah, IS Jehovah!
And that brings us to our SECOND point:

II. Christ’s Humble Path to Glory        (REPEAT)
Many people can’t help but notice the unique path that Christ took to His full recognition and glory as God. He was and is God from eternity past to eternity future, and yet, in time and space HE made Himself NOTHING to save sinners – that He might be exalted and glorified by His father. He is given the name that is above every name – but it is the name to which He always had a right! 
Jesus always was Jehovah!

Jesus as God the Son – DID NOT need to die on the cross to earn the right to this great name. It was HIS already. And yet, God gave us a picture of His Divine Character through the example of Christ. You must remember that this passage overall is centered and turns on the Hinge of vs.5 – You are commanded to copy this example of Christ! 

 God sent His Son to Live, Die and Rise again in order to save us – but also to picture the life of humility that God requires of His children. If you are a redeemed believer – saved by faith ==Then God requires you to adopt this self-sacrificial attitude of Humble service!


FOLLOW Christ! And the same thing that happened to Christ will happen to you. Humility is the path to greatness in the Kingdom of God! You need to be willing to be ignored, neglected, sidelined and Shunned for the service of Christ – and when you are – that is when God most elevates, rewards and encourages you!


God’s principle for advancement is abasement!

Look to Matthew 23:12 – There Jesus has just been instructing His disciples about the Pharisees. The religious leaders of Jesus’ day were mostly hypocrites! They gave rules which they would not themselves obey, they said, but did not do what God required. They were false leaders who only wanted the awards and recognition of godliness without serving God (and sadly that continues to happen in many circles in the church even today!). 


And Jesus warns His disciples (and therefore, you and me as well) NOT to follow in the Pharisees’ footsteps. Don’t be like that. You are not to put yourself forward for leadership and authority and recognition. Rather, you should be willing to serve quietly! The Greatest among you shall be your servant. Whoever exalts Himself shall be humbled, and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted! Elsewhere Jesus taught: If you want to be great in the Kingdom of Heaven – be the servant of all! 

In God’s economy, Abasement, humble service apart from recognition is THE GREATEST Path to Glory! If you want a great reward from God = serve. If you want to be great in the Kingdom of Heaven – make yourself nothing! And what happened to the Lord Jesus will be true of you – God will humble the proud and exalt the humble to the Glory of God the Father! WHICH ought God to do to you?!  In what ways are you seeking God and serving others?

Each of you have a decision to make about Whom and How you live and serve in this life…

And that brings us to our THIRD point:

III. Christ’s Conquering Cross        (REPEAT)
There is a very awesome and humbling principle revealed in the final verses of this section! 

Look to vs.10-11 READ



GOD Will Be Glorified in Christ! 
Do you understand what that means? There is no way that Christ will NOT be exalted at the end of time.

 
God has decreed that EVERY KNEE WILL BOW! That is a quotation from Isaiah 45. There God explains that HE is the ONLY God. He is the righteous one and the only way of salvation. There are no other Gods. There are no other true religions. There are no other hopes apart from HIM – the Living and TRUE God. 
You must turn to Him if you desire to be saved because HE IS God and there is no other!
Furthermore, God says: I have sworn By myself, The Word has gone forth from My mouth in RIGHTEOUSNESS, and Will not turn back… That to ME every knee will bow and Every Tongue will swear Allegiance!

SO, Please understand the implications of this: There will come a day at the end of Time, when Christ will return to judge the Heavens & the Earth. On that day EVERY SINGLE One Of YOU will Bow the Knee to Christ! 
NO EXCEPTIONS! 
No Abstaining…

No other option. 

All men will either willingly bend the knee in worship and faith, or you will bend the knee in submission to the Conquering King!


Even NOW, God offers salvation through Faith in Christ. If you will turn from living life your way and accept God’s offer of truce, peace and mercy – YOU WILL BE SAVED! And for those of you who have believed, that day will be one of glory and joy! You will see your Lord and you will be made like Him in glory! There is a modern worship song – I can only imagine… And the singer says that He can only imagine how he will react when he sees Christ in Heaven… Will he dance, sing, kneel or what? ON That final day, every believer will kneel in reverent worship and joy!

But for those outside of Christ – it will not be so pleasant! 

Psalm 2 speaks of the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. And it explains that Christ will rule with a rod of Iron. His rule and reign – His conquering of His enemies will be complete. He will crush all opposition without problem. 
Three times in Revelation Jesus is described in the same way – He will rule with the Rod of Iron. So get this message loud and clear… You will bow the knee to Jesus in faith/worship, or your knee will be shattered by the Rod of God’s justice and you will bow in submission to the conquering King! Which will it be?
Converted or Conquered – What is your Choice?! 
Conclusion:
The Gospel is REAL! There is only one true God! He created all things, and He has the right to demand your obedience. But you can’t obey! Your sin only deserves His wrath! But in HIS infinite mercy, God has provided a way of salvation. Simply turn to Trust in Christ – believe that He lived, died and rose again as your Savior – and you will be saved! 
MAKE No mistake: God has appointed a day to  judge the world thru Jesus Christ. 

Will you not find mercy and life in Christ? THERE IS NO OTHER WAY! Christ Alone Saves! 
For you who are believers… WILL YOU NOT SHARE THIS HOPE with others?! AMEN.
